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retainers 72 and 74 for ensuring that articles do not slide
off carriers 66.

It will be seen that we have accomplished the objects
of our invention. We have provided an integral molded
toothed belt which is especially adapted for use on a
merchandising machine. Our belt is sufficiently flexible
to permit it to be trained around a small diameter sprocket
while at the same time being sufficiently rigid to permit
the pushers to support the weight of an article of mer-
chandise being dispensed by the machine. Our belt is
more simply and expeditiously produced than are belts of
the prior art with the result that it is less expensive. Our
belt can be raised to sterilization temperatures without
heat distortion so that it is eminently suited for use in
dispensing food.

It will be understood that certain features and sub-
combinations are of utility and may be employed with-
out reference to other features and subcombinations.
This is contemplated by and is within the scope of our
claims. It is further obvious that various changes may be
made in details within the scope of our claims without
departing from the spirit of our invention. It is, there-
fore, to be understood that our invention is not to be
limited to the specific details shown and described.

Having thus described our invention, what we claim
is:

1. In a machine for dispensing articles of merchandise,
a unitary belt comprising a molded length of polypro-
pylene of a thickness providing functional rigidity, spaced
molded teeth formed integrally with said length on one
side thereof, respective areas of said polypropylene sub-
stantially thinner than said length extending across said
belt immediately adjacent said teeth to provide functional
flexibility in said areas and respective integrally molded
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members outstanding from the opposite side of said length
extending “subsfantially completely transversely across
said length and being of a thickness providing functional
rigidity, said members defining compartments housing
articles of merchandise to be dispensed.

2. A machine as in claim 1 in which each of said
members is located on said opposite side at a location
corresponding to the location of a tooth.
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